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* The yield in the Western Provinces ranged from 87 to 44-J
cwts. of wheat, 29 to 87J cwts. of summer barley, 82J to 39
cwts. of oats, and 250 to 284| cwts. of potatoes.
The comparative poverty of the East is illustrated by the fact
that the yield of the land tax per hectare of land is on the whole
hardly a third that in the West. In the Eastern Provinces there
are hundreds of parishes and manors whose com land does riot give
a larger net yield of land tax than one shilling per hectare, or one-
twentieth the average of the entire State and one-fiftieth that of
the more favoured districts of the West. The indebtedness of
the large estates is also great. In 1902 it was estimated that
the debt of proprietors liable to more than ^63 of land tax
was on the average of the whole State 26*4 per cent, of their
capital, but in six Eastern Provinces it was 37'9 per cent., while
in six Western Provinces it was only 17 "3 per cent.
"For a long time the East has in economic matters been the
community's ' child of care/ " writes Hen- Evert. The rest of
Prussia knows that to its cost. The East seeks for and obtains
a protection which falls to the agriculture of hardly any other
European country, yet it does not thrive: the customs duties
have to be increased every few years for its benefit, special
legislation is passed in its interest which applies to no other
German State, yet it suffers from perpetual need.
As between North and South Germany generally, so between
West and East Prussia in particular, there is a great gulf fixed
in political thought. The agricultural districts East of the Elbe
form the stronghold of Prussian Conservatism, the political
strength of which is enormously increased by the narrow franchise
and the indirect method upon which the national Parliament is
elected.
" The Prussian Junker represents the most reactionary class in
the world," said a German political leader recently; " so long
as a Junkerdom exists in Germany, and is a leading factor in
politics, there is no possible hope of progress." The sentiment
is not free from party animus, yet there can be no gainsaying
the fact that from the beginning of Prussian constitutional life
the Junker party has, as a whole, acted as a brake upon every
forward movement. The Conservatism, like the Liberalism, of
a country like Prussia must inevitably differ both in kind and
degree from that of countries of free political institutions, in